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On Oct. 3, Prime Minister Michael Manley told members of parliament that the government plans
to spend US$1.2 million on an inner city-urban squatter upgrade project as part of a US$6.3 million
supplement to the current social welfare budget. Manley said planners had targeted St. Andrew
parish (north of Kingston) and rural market centers. The project involves building roads, walkways,
sidewalks, community and school sanitary facilities, and fences, and clearing drains and gullies.
In the previous week, the government reimposed an ad valorem tax on fuel, raising prices by 15%.
The combined effect of the tax and currency devaluation caused an US$0.83 per liter increase in
the price of gasoline. Effective Oct. 4, public transport fees rose 30%, for a total 50% hike since
May. The government had allocated US$25 million for social welfare programs for the current
fiscal year. Several supplements have been approved in recent months. First, US$1.8 million were
added to the Local Development Fund, a pool shared equally among members of parliament for
spending on projects in respective constituencies. Another US$1.8 million are destined for rural
projects, including reforestation and plant nurseries, soil conservation measures, road repairs and
maintenance, and construction of community centers and low-income housing. Third, US$438,000
were approved for mosquito control and beautification projects, and sports facilities. The remaining
US$813,000 are earmarked for street repair and maintenance, water delivery systems, and upgrade
of health care facilities. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, 10/03/91)
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